
New fluoroquinolone. The first presen- 
tations were made at this meeting of a new 
fluoroquinolone from Bayer, BAY12-803, 
with activity very close to that of trova- 
floxacin. Pharmacokinetic data in human 
subjects for doses up to 400 mg were pre- 
sented, and animal studies suggested a 
negligible potential for phototoxicity. This 
compound is still at an early stage, but 
could be a strong rival for trovafloxacin. 
The keen interest in this field was illus- 

trated by the other presentations describ- 
ing fluoroquinolones still at preclinical 

stages from Toyama, Wakanaya, Hokuriki 
Seiyaki and Cheil Jedang. 

Intractable problem 
A common theme at the conference was 
the ability, sooner or later, of the microbe 
to develop resistance to any agent, even 
those that are structurally unrelated to 
existing antibiotics. This is particularly 
marked with the enterococcus, one of the 
most difficult groups to inhibit. A number 
of speakers believed that the way forward 
was not a total reliance on the pharma- 

ceutical industry, but the careful and more 
controlled use of both existing and new 

agents, perhaps in rotation and in combi- 
nation, together with stringent infection- 

control methods. Undoubtedbly, the 
problem of resistance to antimicrobials in 
Gram-positives is not going to be solved 
easily or permanently. 
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In short... 
In December Aurora Biosdenees and B&t&Myws @@bb (BMS) announced a research and licensing agreement that 
could be worth over $40 million. The deal gives BMS rights to use Aurora’s fluorescent screening techndogy and also sets 
the terms for a collaboration on the development of Aurora3 ulua-high-throughput screening (ultra-HTSI system. This 
miniaturized, automated system is targeted to screen 100,000 samples per clay using proprietary fluorescence-based screens. 
Aurora is hoping to find two or three additional collaborators, who will get co-exclusive access to the ultra-HTS system. 
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